
Phonics Screening



What is it for?

This helps us understand what support your child may need heading into Year Two.

This statutory assessment is used to ensure that children 
are developing phonetic knowledge and are on track to 

becoming fluent readers.



When is it?

Every Year One child in England will partake in the 
screening during the week beginning the 6th June 
2022. 



What is it?
This is NOT a reading test. 

It focuses on segmenting and blending sounds, which we have been practising in phonics every day. 

There will be a mix of 40 real words and ‘pseudo’ or alien words. The ‘pseudo’ words are used to 
demonstrate that the children can phonetically decode a word and are not relying on memory reading 
skills. This is because it is important to encourage the skill of segmenting and blending. 



Can you fail the screening?

The Government sets a national standard (in previous years this has been 32/40 correct answers) for the 
screening.

If your child does not achieve the pass mark, they will have the opportunity to be tested again when they 
are in Year Two (Autumn or Summer terms). 

We will support the children throughout this process and we will continue to offer additional interventions 
in any areas that the children are finding difficult.

We will advise you of your child’s score by the end of the Summer term. 
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How can you help? 

Continue reading at home and encourage your child to segment words. Notice patterns within words: 

• Digraph: two letters making one sound e.g. oa, oo, ie, aw

• Trigraph: Three letters making one sound e.g. igh, ear, air

• Split digraph: a vowel digraph split by a consonant (used to be known as the magic ‘e’) e.g. a- e, o-e

• Consonant blend: two or more consonants together e.g br, spr





How can you help? 

• Use the sounds at the front of the book to help recognise the different 
graphemes. 

• Spot these graphemes throughout the book and practice segmenting and 
blending them. 

• Read all different types of books and enjoy it! Learning to read 
encompasses all types of text. 



How can you help? 

There are a variety of games online that can help support this and 
the ones we use in school are:

• https://www.teachyourmonster.org/teachyourmonstertoread

• https://www.phonicsbloom.com/

https://www.teachyourmonster.org/teachyourmonstertoread
https://www.phonicsbloom.com/


Questions?


